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BOOK REVIEWS. 431 

A scholarly treatise on Bankruptcy under the Act of 1898 has not 
yet appeared. The preface to this edition of Collier states that 
disputed points are not elaborately discussed, the work being 
intended for the practitioner rather than the student or expert. 

It is to be regretted that a somewhat clearer and fuller treatment 
of certain topics could not have been given, even the practitioner 
having at times the need of rational bases of distinction. Thus as to 
tide of bankrupt's property between petition and adjudication it is 
said that " fraud being absent, it may be transferred ; but being 
liable to be divested, no permanent lien can attach to it." (p. 508). 
Why allow the bankrupt to sell but not to borrow giving security ? 
The statement that " Vested remainders, even if contingent pass " 
(p. 511) might be amplified without loss of clearness. In the 
discussion of provability of contingent liabilities (p. 451), by careless 
proof reading indexed as appearing at (p. 421), no cases subsequent 
to the enactment of the Act of 1898 are cited; no mention being 
made of Dunbar v. Dunbar 180 Mass. 170, nor of any of the similar 
Massachusetts cases, nor of the important case of Moch v. Market 
Street National Bank 107 Fed. 897, which holds that the liability of a 
bankrupt indorser not absolute at time of petition, is provable; and yet 
this last case is twice cited sub nomine In re Gerson 6 Am. B. R. 11 
(pp. 406, 447) for the proposition that an indorser can prove against 
a bankrupt principal, a point on which it bears only indirectly. 

The numerous cross references to provisions of English and 
earlier United Stales acts are a great convenience. The text proper 
comprises little more than one half of the book, the balance being 
given to Statutes, General Orders, Rules, Forms and Indices of 
immense value to the practitioner, rendering the book a sufficient and 
ready guide. 

Cases on Equity Pleading and Practice. — By Bradley M. Thomp- 
son. Chicago: Callaghan and Company. 1903. pp. ix, 331. 

Aside from other considerations which tend to produce the same 
result, the amount of time allotted to courses in pleading and prac- 
tice in most law schools is so limited that case books in these courses 
must necessarily be prepared upon a different plan from that which 
is usually adopted in substantive law courses ; and this truth has evi- 
dently been recognized by Professor Thompson in the preparation of 
the work under review. 

An examination of the book shows that in a volume of little more 
than three hundred pages, he has presented a compilation of cases, 
showing, in an orderly arrangement, the essential features of a suit in 
equity Irom its commencement to its termination in a decree, and 
also of a Bill of Review, and of some important matters of practice 
arising during the progress of the suit. 

Naturally in a volume of this size, there are few cases on any 
single topic, and fine distinctions are not made prominent, but the 
cases have been well chosen for the purpose which the compiler evi- 
dently had in mind, and it is believed that the work will be found of 
value for teachers of the subject who prefer not to use the text book 
or lecture method, but who cannot use such a book as Langdell's 
Cases on Equity Pleading on account of the time limit of the course. 



